ST. FRANCIS PLACE
San Francisco, CA

ROOF TOP PLAZA & FOUNTAIN
DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION
DOCUMENTS & CONSTRUCTION
ADMINISTRATION

Project Type
Mixed-Use Residential Complex

Client
Taysan-Lincoln Properties
Contact
Mr. Jeff Heller
415/247-1100
Date
Completed: 1981
Cost
$1.8 Million Plaza & Landscape
Area

Plaza area: 2 acres

Prime Consultant
Kaplan/McLaughlin/
Diaz
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Description

This mixed use development features street level restaurants, retail stores with residential
apartments above, and a roof deck garden on the third level. This complex is one of the largest
and most successful residential roof deck gardens in San Francisco. A cascading fountain
welcomes visitors and passersby. A ring of trees and other plants define the circular plaza.
Interior tree plantings create a park-like environment in the garden, which is heavily used by the
tenants.

This project addresses many design challenges, including cantilevering roof deck between the
parking and at grade, siting a swimming pool, waterproofing, drainage, seismic considerations,
planters, and loading factors.
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DESCRIPTION

This roof garden plaza over a
parking structure is designed to
maximize seating for noon-time
users. With a variety of intimate
spaces, the plaza is flush to the
surrounding pedestrian paths and
allows free pedestrian flow through
the space to the building entrances.

The soil depths in the plaza vary
from 18"-24" to minimize roof deck
load. Hedges are used to structure
planting zones for annuals and
perennials. Seatwalls frame the
geometric planting areas allowing
efficient seating and public use.
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